We report a child with facial dysmorphic features, hypoplasia of the external genitalia, intestinal malrotation, congenital cardiac defect, and minor limb anomalies. Chromosome studies showed a recombinant chromosome 7, rec(7) dup p, resulting from a maternal pericentric inversion inv (7) 
Relatively few cases of pericentric inversion of chromosome 7 have been observed. No recombinants have been found in offspring of carriers of pericentric inversion of chromosome 7, except in the family published by Winsor et al,' where two recombinants rec(7) dup q were observed.
In this report we describe a boy with a recombinant 7, rec(7) dup p, resulting from a maternal pericentric inversion. normal rectal biopsies. At the age of 14 months he was moderately retarded.
CYTOGENETIC STUDIES
Chromosomal analysis was done on peripheral blood lymphocyte culture using GTL banding. The proband showed a modal number of 46 chromosomes, including one long chromosome 7 with additional material on the distal end of the long arms. Chromosome study of the mother showed a pericentric inversion of chromosome 7. The inverted segment corresponded to more than two-thirds of the total chromosomal length. The breakpoints were localised at p15 and q36. Her karyotype was 46,XX,inv(7)(pl5 q36).
Based on the mother's karyotype we concluded that the abnormal chromosome 7 of the patient was a recombinant chromosome, which had originated as a result of one crossover within the inversion loop during maternal meiosis. This recombinant chromosome had a duplication 7p (pl5-*pter) and a small distal deletion 7q (q36-*qter). The chromosomal constitution of this child can be described as 46,XX, rec(7) dup p, inv (7)(p15q36) inversions and found an overall recombination risk of 3-4%. He also noted that female carriers had a greater risk of recombinant progeny (4-1%) than males (2 6%). Furthermore, carriers who were ascertained through an unbalanced proband in the family have a greater risk (6 9%) than those detected through a balanced inversion (1 2%) .
The correlation between the size of the inverted segments and the occurrence of unbalanced offspring has been previously studied. 1 
